
LAUSD HOMELESS EDUCATION PROGRAM 

School Supply Drive Toolkit 
 

There are thousands of homeless students identified in the Los Angeles Unified School District. 

Their parents struggle to meet their basic needs like food and shelter.  The added financial burden 

of purchasing back to school supplies is extremely difficult for these families. 

Without access to school supplies, students begin the year at a disadvantage. New supplies can 

boost a child’s self-esteem and help a student feel motivated and ready to learn. 

Students can become homeless at any time during the school year, so school supply drives can 

be held at any time during the year. Our students can always benefit from your support! 

Here’s How to Get Started! 

 

Select Dates 

Select a week or even a month for people to donate school supplies. Decide if you will be hosting 

your own collection or working with other groups/businesses. 

Get Help 

Enlist a group of colleagues/friends to help plan and organize the drive. Maximize your volunteers’ 

skills and interests and put them to work! Volunteers can assist with publicizing the event, utilizing 

social media, creating flyers, and/or obtaining and distributing large containers/boxes to serve as 

donation receptacles. 

Get the Word Out 

Customize our sample flyer with your collection date and drop-off location information. Post the 

flyer around your office, share it at meetings, with outside groups, through office-wide emails and 

on social media platforms. 

 

Choose Collection Boxes  

Select collection receptacles with clear labels and strategically place them in convenient and  

targeted locations to make it easy for people to donate. 

 

Contact our Program 

Call our LAUSD Homeless Education Program to schedule a pick up or delivery date once your 

supply drive is complete.  Contact us at (213) 202-7581. 



Ideas to Increase Participation 

 Have fun with the collection boxes! Hold a competition for the most creative box decoration. 

Below are some examples of previous collection boxes: 

 

 Set a goal for your office/group to work towards.  

 Track your progress by using a “thermometer” display or a moving bus.  Consider  

encouraging a friendly competition between different groups.  

 Give a “Bus Pass.” The pass can be any special opportunity, such as the chance to leave 

work early, come in late, or enjoy a “casual day” or “jeans day”. 

 Publicize the school supply drive’s progress through a newsletter, email, or social media. 

Share photos of the collection boxes or volunteers. 

 Host a bake sale or raffle to earn money to purchase school supplies and publicize the drive. 

 Recognize volunteers verbally, or through personalized notes or photos.  

 Make this an annual event! 

 

For additional information, please contact our office: 

LAUSD HOMELESS EDUCATION PROGRAM 

121 N. Beaudry Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90012 

(213) 202-7581 

 

 


